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TORRES HAS A TASTE FOR WIN



WORDS DOMINIC BLISS
PHOTOGRAPHY DARREN WALSH

C2LLECTOR

Having clinched winners’ medals in the
Champions League, FA Cup, World Cup,
and two European Championships,
Fernando Torres has amassed a haul that
would be the envy of many a footballer -
but the striker is still hungry for more







Strike foroe:
Torres after
finding the net
against Reading

Torres helped Spain
refainghe Europeany
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TORRES INTERVIEW

Tb:n:i 5: The siriker shows his

.'_rJ' r fu'uh:g a fabulous

ove with Eden Hazard against
N'ﬂ:‘-ﬁn’-ﬂ”ﬂild - 8

"LAST SEASON, WE GOT TWO TROPHIES, WHICH IS WHAT | WAS
LOOKING FOR WHEN | CAME, BUT NOW | HAVE MORE OBJECTIVES



“ILIKE PLAYERS WHO CAN
FIND THE SPACE BEHIND
THE DEFENDERS, WHO CAN
FIND A SMALL GAP TO PASS
THE BALL AND PUT ME IN
FRONT OF THE KEEPER”

Supply line: Hazard s creativity is appreciated by Torres



TORRES INTERVIEW

aloft the Champions league
tropity with club andin tional team-mate Juan Mata®

uve team-mates as a supporiung cast Date of birth: 20 March 1984
tra 1act ne | ! : Place of birth: Madrid, Spain

Playing career

Previous clubs: Atletico Madrid, Liverpool

Signed for Chelsea: Jannary 2011

Trophies won with Chelsea: UEFA Champions

re complete player League 2012, FA Cup 2012
n and the style of Team honours with other clubs: Spanish Second
Division 2002 (Atletico Madrid)

International honours with Spain: Euro 2012

and Golden Boot winner, 2010 World Cup

winner, Euro 2008 winner and named in UEFA's

team of the tournament, 2002 UEFA Under-19s

Championship winner and was top scorer and

named in team of the tournament, 2001

UEFA Under-16s Championship winner and

was top scorer and named in team of

the tournarment
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mando Torres

Fernando Torres reveals what was going through his mind when he took possession
50 yards from goal in Barcelona and names his funniest (and most annoying) team-mate

What has been your best experience since
joining Chelsea?

Winning the Champions League was amazing.
After the difficult season we had until two
months betore the Champions League Final, no
one imagined we could finish the season with
two trophies, but especially the Champions
League - the trophy that everyone at the

club wanted. So, by far that's been the best
experence.

Who is the funniest player in the Chelsea
dressing room?

David Luiz - the funniest and the most
annoying! [Laughs]

Who is the toughest centre back you have
played with and against?

| remember when | played against Chelsea,
with Liverpool in the Champions League
semi-final, and JT and Ricardo Carvalho really
impressed me. They both worked together and
they were really strong.

Then | would say Sergio Ramos, who | play
with for Spain. He combines attacking and
defending perfectly.

How does it feel to win both European
Cups and the FA Cup in one season?

It you had told me in January that | was going
to win both the Champions League and Euro
2012, as well as the FA Cup, | would have
thought you were crazy. Football is like this = it
changes from one day to the next and you just
nave to believe and work hard, then you will be
rewarded. If you give up, then you won't win
anything - you have to keep believing always.

What did you think of Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink and Claudio Ranieri at
Atletico Madrid?

| was 16 at that time and it was a terrible

24 5

Synergy: Torres and Juan Mata

Respect: Torres admires Dawvid Beckham

season for us — we were relegated. But |
remember Jimmy as a legend there. Even
though we were relegated and he missed a
penalty in the game where we went down,

he scored 24 goals and was top scorer in the
league. Thanks to him, we were alive until two
games to go, so | think everyone remembers
him well, even if it was a bad season.

Ranieri had done really well with Valencia
and he was a big name in Spain when he came
to Atletico. | think he did some really good
things for the club in what was not an easy
time. The ltalian managers we had in that time,
both Arrigo Sacchi and Ranieri, did a lot for
the development of Atletico. The next year, |
moved into the first team there.

What was going through your head after
you collected the ball on the halfway line in
the Champions League semi-final against
Barcelona in the Nou Camp? How did it
feel when the ball hit the back of the net?

I just thought the goal was too far away
Someone was moving the goal further and
further away as time went by in that game. |
received the ball on the wing from Mikel and |
looked up and | was seeing no detenders - all
their players were in our box! 5o, | thought |
just needed to knock the ball as far as possible
past Busquets and Mascherano, who were in
front of me, and run because | would be alone
in their half.

| tried to do that, but the ball hit Busquets'
chest and rebounded back again. Then | saw
the ball had fallen to Ashley and he just wanted
to get rid of it, so | just kept running, thinking,
“Maybe it is coming to me.”

The Barcelona players didn't see me there
and when | received the ball | could see the
goal was 50 or 80 yards ahead. The first thing
| thought was, “Just keep the ball.” When |
looked back and saw no one was coming after
me, | kept going and dribbled past the keeper.
It was the longest run | have ever done!

If you could meet any famous person, dead
or alive, who would it be and why?

I'm a big fan of David Beckham and | always



When I looked back and saw
no one was coming after

me, | kept going and
dribbled past the keeper.
It was the longest run |
have ever done!

¢ that we had never had before. When

What do you think from what you've seen
of our new signings?

@ChelseaFC

cfemagazine@trinitymirror.com
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